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Timber Deck Maintenance

General Principles for Timber Deck Maintenance on the Gold Coast:

Maintaining a timber deck in Queensland's harsh climate of scorching sun, heavy rainfall, and high humidity
requires consistent effort to prevent deterioration, mould, and pest infestations. Here's a comprehensive
guide:

1. Regular Cleaning is Key:

e Sweep frequently: Remove leaves, dirt, and other debris that can trap moisture and promote mould
growth.

o Gentle washing: Regularly wash your deck with a pH-neutral cleaner. Mix detergent and water, apply
with a garden spray, let it sit for 10-15 minutes, then scrub with a stiff broom or brush.

e Avoid harsh chemicals: Do NOT use chlorine, bleach, or high-pressure washers, as these can damage
the timber.

e Address mould and mildew: Queensland's humidity creates a perfect breeding ground. If mould
appears, tackle it promptly with a suitable cleaner. Professional deck cleaning services can effectively
remove built-up grime and toxic black spots.

2. Protective Coatings - Oil or Acrylic:

e Essential for longevity: Applying and maintaining a protective surface (oil, stain, or paint) is crucial to
prevent the timber from drying out, cracking, splintering, or rotting.

o Weathering period for new decks: For new timber decks, especially hardwoods like Merbau or
Spotted Gum, allow 6-8 weeks for natural oils (tannins) to leach out before applying a finish. This
ensures proper adhesion. You can speed up this process by regularly hosing down the deck or applying
a prep cleaner.

e Oil-based vs. Water-based (Acrylics):

o Oil-based: Penetrate deeply, nourish the timber, and enhance its natural look. They offer a
richer finish but may require more frequent reapplication.

o  Water-based (Acrylics): Increasingly recommended for Queensland's climate due to superior
performance. They are environmentally friendly, easier to apply and clean up, offer a wider
colour range, and provide longer-lasting protection (3-5 times longer than traditional oils).
They offer better UV and water resistance, preventing fading, cracking, mould, mildew, and
rot.

e Application: Apply coats evenly with a brush, roller, or lambswool applicator, working along the grain.
Ensure the deck is clean, dry, and free of dust before application.

e Reapplication: Re-oiling or re-coating every 6-12 months is generally recommended, or when you
notice signs of degradation, unevenness, or discolouration.



3. Prevent Damage:

e Consider a roof or pergola: Covering your deck offers significant protection from harsh sun and
relentless rain, drastically reducing maintenance needs.

e Furniture protection: Use felt pads or small carpet squares under furniture legs to prevent scratches
and dents.

e Manage pot plants: Always use trays and stands under pot plants to prevent moisture damage and
staining. Wheeled stands are even better for easy repositioning.

e Prompt repairs: Inspect your deck regularly for loose boards, protruding nails, or splinters. Repair
these immediately to prevent further structural damage.

e Fill gaps: Fill any gaps in your timber decking to prevent rot from growing.

4. Termite Protection (Crucial in Queensland):

High-risk area: Queensland is a high-risk area for termites.

Termite-resistant timber: Consider using naturally termite-resistant timbers like Cypress, Blackbutt,
Forest Red Gum, Grey Gum, Jarrah, Brush Box, Coast Grey Box, or Grey Ironbark. Ensure timber is
treated and has low moisture content.

e Elevate timber: Use metal stirrups to elevate timber piers off the ground to prevent direct contact and
make mud tunnels visible.

® Leave access: Ensure a gap of at least 400mm between the ground and the underside of the deck for
inspection and airflow.

e Professional termite management system: Consult a licensed pest expert during the design or
renovation phase to implement a suitable termite management system (physical barriers, chemical
treatments, or a combination).

e Regular inspections: Have a licensed pest controller inspect your property annually (or more
frequently in high-hazard areas) and follow their recommendations for system maintenance.

e Be aware of renovations: Building footpaths, garden beds, patios, or landscaping close to the deck can
compromise termite systems, so consider this impact.

By following these comprehensive maintenance tips, you can significantly extend the life and beauty of your
timber deck in Queensland's challenging environment.



